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The 160th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations  
between Japan and Switzerland 

 ―― Panel Exhibition in Hankyu Department Store, Umeda Honten, Osaka ―― 
 

Federation of the Swiss Watch Industry FH (Hereafter, “FH”) holds the panel exhibition, 
“Imagine Switzerland” – The relationships between Japan and Switzerland established by Swiss 
Watches, to commemorate the 160th anniversary of diplomatic relations between both countries, 
from March 13 to 26 at Hankyu Department Store, Umeda Honten in Osaka.  
The Panel exhibition traces the footsteps of Minister Plenipotentiary Aime Humbert-Droz (President 
of the Swiss Watchmakers Association) and the Swiss delegation, which laid the foundations for 
friendly relations between Japan and Switzerland 160 years ago, and introduces the state of 
watches and clocks in Japan at that time. Along with the panel exhibition, the original books of "Le 
Japon Illustré" (published in 1870), one of Aime Humbert’s greatest achievements, is unveiled. In 
addition, a special display of the 1800s “pocket watches of trade firms” (Shokan Tokei) shown on 
the panel is on display.    
For not only watch fans but also those who are interested in history, this opportunity to see a 
valuable collection will give a chance to learn about the the connections between Japan and 
Switzerland 160 years ago, with “watches” at the heart of the exhibition. We would be grateful if 
you could introduce us in your media. 

  
Panel Exhibition, “Imagine Switzerland” 
Duration：March 13 to 26, 2024, 10 am – 8 pm 
Venue：Hankyu Department Store Umeda Honten on 6F Watch Gallery 

      8-7, Kakudacho, Kita Ward, Osaka City, Osaka 
      TEL:06-6361-1381（Rep.） 
Nominal Support：Embassy of Switzerland/ Switzerland Tourism / Swiss Business Hub Japan / 

Swiss Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Japan/ Japan Watch Importers’ Association 
Corporation：Mr. Toshiji Kotani, Chairman, Eiko Holdings Co., Ltd. （”Le Japon Illustré"）/ 
Mr. Nobuyoshi Okawa（Shokan Watches） 



 

watch.swiss （JAPAN） Official Site 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/watch.swiss.japan/   
Swiss Watch Map：https://www.swisswatchmap.com 

 
Contact:  
Federation of the Swiss Watch Industry, Ayako Nakano, Director, Tokyo Centre 
Tel：03-3221-9678 Fax：03-6272-9678 E-mail：info@fhs.jp Website：www.watch.swiss 
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About FH (Fédération de l'industrie horlogère suisse FH) 

Federation of the Swiss Watch Industry FH is a leading association to protect and develop the Swiss watch industry, 

and we have offices in Biel/Bienne in Switzerland (head office), Hong Kong, and Tokyo. The FH currently represents 

around 500 members, or more than 90 % of Swiss firms active in the production and sale of watches, clocks and 

components. Our objective is to uphold our members’ interests generally. FH Tokyo mainly assumes an important 

responsibility as an information centre. 


